CHAPTER  X
1836
Balzac starts the Chronique de Puns—Balzac and Theophile Gautier— Lawsuit with the Revue de Paris—Failure of the Chronique—Strain and exhaustion—Balzac travels in Italy—Madame Marbouty— Return to Paris—Death of Madame de Berny—Balzac's grief and family anxieties—He is imprisoned for refusal to serve in Garde Nationale—Werdet's failure—Balzac's desperate pecuniary position and prodigies of work—Close of the disastrous year 1836.
BALZAC opened the first day of the year 1836 by becoming proprietor of the Chronique de Paris, an obscure Legitimist publication, which had been founded in 1834 by M. William Duckett. It started under Balzac's management with a great flourish of trumpets, the Comte (afterwards Marquis) de Belloy and the Comte de Gramont taking posts as his secretaries ; while Jules Sandeau, Emile Regnault, Gustave Planche, The'ophile Gautier, Charles de Bernard, and others, became his collaborators. Balzac's special work was to provide a series of papers on political questions, entitled " La France et 1'Etranger," papers which show his extraordinary versatility ; and his helpers were to provide novels and poems, satire, drama, and social criticism; so that the scope of the periodical was a wide one.
At first, Balzac  was  most sanguine about the
202reatness which approaches most nearly to divine greatness, and of which the undefmable expression beautifies the most ordinary features." In "Les Paysans " we
